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cal conditions may be good, while the commercial effects may be decidedly
bad. For example, politically a country is fortunate if its boundaries are
sharply defined by high mountains and are not easily crossed. Commer-
cially such boundaries are unfortunate, for they hamper transportation
and trade* India and China illustrate the matter. They are separated
by the great barrier of the Himalayas and various other mountain ranges.
This has been an advantage politically because it has prevented wars.
It has been a great disadvantage commercially for it has almost prevented
commerce. It has also limited the interchange of ideas and has thus
hampered the progress of civilization.
Why Artificial Boundaries Are a Disadvantage. Wherever interna-
tional boundaries fail to coincide with natural barriers, trouble is likely
to ensue. For example, the southern boundary of the United States is
marked in part by the Rio Grande, but farther west it traverses the open
plateau. Even the Rio Grande loses its value as a barrier in dry weather,
for then it can easily be forded at many points. The rest of the boundary
is marked only by pillars set so that one can be seen from the other. Only
in part is it followed by -a high barbed-wide fence built in order to pre-
vent cattle from straying or being driven across the boundary in defiance
of the customs regulations. When Mexico is in commotion, as frequently
happens, there is nothing aside from a shallow river or an occasional
fence to prevent armed raiders from crossing into the United States. In
1916 a notorious raid of this kind occurred at Columbus, N. M. Ameri-
can civilians and soldiers were killed by Mexican bandits. American
troops were sent into Mexico and stayed for months, and war between the
two countries was averted only with great difficulty. In times of peace
great quantities of alcoholic liquor and thousands of prohibited immi-
grants are "bootlegged" across such boundaries from both Mexico and
Canada.
Unfortified Boundaries. The most effective method of avoiding
trouble along an international boundary, especially where there is no
natural barrier, is that upon which the United States and Canada have
agreed. From the Great Lakes westward the boundary crosses plains,
mountains, and rivers regardless of 'natural features. There, and in parts
of New York and New England, it is as easy to cross the border as to
travel within either country. Fortunately, the friendship due to similarity
in race, language, and ideals, has led Canada and the United States to
agree never to fortify the boundary or make any preparation for military
activity along its course. This agreement is rigidly carried out, yet fre-
quently small disturbances occur because of the ease with which the
border can be crossed. During the Civil War, for example, Canadian
sympathizers with the Southern Confederacy tried to organize an armed

